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The Linne Calodo winery offers three
outstanding Rhône-style red blends
from the 2010 vintage in Paso Robles.
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9 Knockout California Reds
New reviews of Syrah and Grenache blends from Paso Robles

James Laube
Posted: November 25, 2013

Tasting Highlights bring the best wines from our editors’ most recent tastings to
WineSpectator.com members.

The 2011 Rhône-style reds from Paso Robles are a step or two off the pace of
recent vintages. The late-ripening varieties that dominate the reds from this
region, such as Syrah, Grenache and Mourvèdre, can be impressive, as
demonstrated by examples from Epoch, Linne Calodo and Calcareous. But other
wines are overly tannic, coming up short on depth and richness.

Below are nine outstanding Rhône-style reds from Paso, consisting of wines
from 2010 and 2011, and including one fairly new winery, Nicora. It produced a
pair of outstanding wines from 2011, its third vintage.

Owner Nicholas Elliot is part of a new generation of young winemakers forging a
path in Paso Robles. The first member of his family to make wine, Elliot set his
sights on Paso, where he talked his way into a cellar job despite having no
formal winemaking experience. In 2009, he launched his own label and now
makes four Rhône-style reds, mainly from Grenache and Syrah.

EPOCH Sensibility Paderewski Vineyard Paso Robles 2011 Score: 92 | $65
A rich, potent wine that combines power with finesse, featuring juicy wild berry,
raspberry, spice and black licorice notes complemented by hints of fresh earth
and dried herb. Gains depth and length, maintaining a graceful balance.
Grenache and Syrah. Drink now through 2024. 100 cases made. —J.L.

EPOCH Veracity Paderewski Vineyard Paso Robles 2011 Score: 91 | $65
Richly flavored, firm, dense, complex and focused, this offers a mix of crushed
rock, dark berry, black licorice, spice and floral notes that stay persistent
through the finish. Grenache, Mourvèdre and Syrah. Drink now through 2023.
651 cases made. —J.L.

CALCAREOUS Syrah Paso Robles Reserve 2010 Score: 90 | $55
Offers a ripe core of dark berry pie while maintaining a snappy freshness and
tight focus. The ample flavors of blackberry, blueberry and wild berry impart a
deep, juicy persistence. Well-done in an opulent style. Drink now through 2023.
335 cases made. —J.L.

LINNE CALODO Booker Red Paso Robles 2010 Score: 90 | $80
Offers an even mix of dark berry, spice and pepper notes in an elegant, rich,
well-proportioned style. Firm tannins give the flavors traction on the finish. Syrah,
Grenache and Mourvèdre. Drink now through 2023. 140 cases made. —J.L.

LINNE CALODO Martyr Paso Robles 2010 Score: 90 | $98
Shows a touch of dusty, loamy earth amid the firm dark berry, road tar, tobacco
and dried sage flavors. Very complex and understated despite the ripeness and
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depth on display. The addition of Tannat lends this added backbone. Mourvèdre,
Syrah, Tannat and Grenache. Drink now through 2023. 120 cases made. —J.L.

LINNE CALODO Overthinker Paso Robles 2010 Score: 90 | $58
This understated version offers complex aromatics, with finely detailed mineral,
dark berry, cedar, plum and chocolate notes. Gains depth on the finish,
maintaining a subtle, caressing texture. Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. Drink
now through 2023. 400 cases made. —J.L.

NICORA GSM Paso Robles 2011 Score: 90 | $48
Generous, with rich, plush red berry and blackberry flavors, this is smooth-
textured and lacks the drying earthiness found in many 2011s. Ends with dried
herb and pennyroyal notes that fold in under the fruit. Syrah, Grenache and
Mourvèdre. Drink now through 2022. 125 cases made. —J.L.

NICORA Law Vineyard Paso Robles 2011 Score: 90 | $53
Starts with a burst of blackberry, mocha, espresso, black licorice and savory herb notes. Firms up pleasantly and tilts
toward drying tannins on the finish. The flavors reverberate on the aftertaste. Grenache and Syrah. Drink now through
2023. 120 cases made. —J.L.

PAIX SUR TERRE Either Side of the Hill Paso Robles 2011 Score: 90 | $38
This focused and balanced blend shows a racy edge, with aromas of smoky blackberry and cracked pepper leading to
zesty plum, grilled anise and roasted herb flavors. The tannins sneak in on the finish. Syrah and Mourvèdre. Drink now
through 2020. 68 cases made. —T.F.
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